





2. Coastal Crash Pad

Architect: Michael H. Masilotti Architects
Designer: Nate Fischer Interiors

Contractor: Oligino Laux Construction
Location: Dana Point, California

Size: 220 square feet (20 square meters)

Homeowners' request. This bunk room is a guest room in the homeowners’ recently built
primary residence. “This room was designed to be a fun ‘crash pad’ for visiting college kids,
their friends and, a few years down the road, future grandchildren. Obviously we wanted
this room to look amazing, but most importantly it needed to function well and be simple to

clean and maintain,” designer Nate Fischer says.

Fischer used Houzz Pro Mood Boards to play with different bunk bed configurations. “There
are a lot of options on how to lay out built-in bunks and how to incorporate ladders, stairs,

etc.,” he says. “The Houzz images were very helpful in determining the construction details
we ended up implementing.”

Main features. “The homeowner wanted concealed storage in the bunk room for bedding
and pillows,” Fischer says. “Each stair tread is a functioning drawer with a push-to-open
feature for hidden storage.”

To achieve a clean and airy feel, Fischer minimized color and contrast, focusing instead on

balancing the warmer wood tones with a cool paint color (Coventry Gray by Benjamin
Moore). He used simple woven window shades to add texture and soften the woodwork.

Other special features. To counteract the shadows cast by overhead lighting on the lower
bunks, Fischer installed reading scones with decorative brass switches. He says the ship
portholes along the stairs also help the lower bunks feel a little more open and add a fun
nautical element.

Designer tip. “Be sure to leave extra space around your mattress to tuck your bedding in,”
Fischer says. “One and a half to 2 inches on each side of the mattress should be sufficient.”

“Uh-oh” moment. “The location and configuration of the bunk beds changed a couple times
over the course of the project,” Fischer says. “Once it was finalized, the general construction
was done and we realized that queen mattresses would not fit. We changed the size to a full
XL, which is a little smaller than a queen. We had a bench designed to install underneath the
window, but the room for the bunk beds was down to the last inch, and we could not make
the window bench seat work. At the end of the day, the room still came out great and
everyone was happy.”
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